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Introduction – Copernicus and In Situ Data

Copernicus in situ data: observations, 
reference and ancillary data licensed or 
provided for use in Copernicus

All Copernicus Services require in situ 
data to produce and validate their 
products

The Copernicus Space Component 
requires in situ data for calibration and 
validation of Sentinel observations

Key user requirements cannot be met unless Copernicus has 

access to essential in situ data
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Introduction – Copernicus and In Situ Data

Where is in-situ data coming 
from?

• Predominately from national data 
owners and providers → YOU

• Organised in European or global 
networks, organisations, and 
European Research 
Infrastructures.  



In situ

Introduction – role of EEA in Copernicus In Situ 

• Entrusted Entities access in situ data 
directly according to their operational 
needs. 

The Entrusted Entities are responsible 
for day-to-day activities, setting up and 
managing technical interfaces;

• The EEA intervenes in cases where a 
coordinated approach to accessing in 
situ data is required at a programmatic 
level. 
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Introduction - Areas of work 

State of Play Access to in situ 

data

Engaging with 

data providers

Provide advice 

and support
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Use of NMCA data in Copernicus Services
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Copernicus Service Agreement with EuroGeographics
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Status of signature of agreement with EG members
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Access to geospatial data: CORDA
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Cadastral Parcels (CP) datasets currently in CORDA

Source: CORDA’s Database

Except 
Basque Country 
and Navarre
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Building (BU) datasets currently in CORDA

Source: CORDA’s Database

Except 
Basque Country 
and Navarre
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Next steps in the Copernicus Framework Agreement 

• Follow up signature of annexes by EG 
members with EG Head Office

• Engage with NMCAs to ensure access to 
their data via CORDA
▪ CORDA team has assessed the existing data 

offers already available to Copernicus

▪ EuroGeographics Head Office will act as a  
facilitator between NMCAs and CORDA team

▪ Guidance material and use cases will be 
prepared

• Online webinar on 23 November with EG 
Members

• Review CEMS Annex to ensure it reflects 
correctly current requirements
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Additional activities in 2023-2024 with EuroGeographics 

• Follow up High Value Datasets IR 
implementation and its impact on the 
availability of data for Copernicus

• Ensure the appropriate links between OME2 
project and Copernicus
▪ Collect the requirements/needs for a pan-

European HVD via stakeholder meetings 

▪ Establish users within the EEA/Copernicus to test 
the first outcomes and give feedback
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Communication – revamped in situ portal

Country reports with national 
and regional data providers of in 
situ data to Copernicus

Use case database illustrating 
the use and importance of in situ 
data in Copernicus
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In Q4 2023 a project for a revamped in situ portal will kick off, including inter alia: 

Access to Copernicus In Situ 
platforms (CIS2, CORDA)

A new State of Play, articles, 
technical reports and factsheets
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Concluding remarks

• NMCAs are already contributing essential data to Copernicus services, 
making a big difference in Land and Emergency Applications ;

• The current contractual arrangement with EuroGeographics (within 
GEOID consortium) is helping bridging the data gaps still existing;

• The Partnership Agreement signed in 2022 is ensuring clear mutual 
understanding of Copernicus requirements and NMCA products;

• EEA and EG Head Office will pursue further capacity building activities 
to facilitate the actual implementation of the agreement with EG Members.
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T h a n k  y o u !

jose.rubio@eea.europa.eu
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